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CAN BE REMEDIED, SAYS NOTED “

rGEOL(LGiST, COUNTY CQD@ULTANT

To Be Possible And Practical, Cost-Plus Contract -
Construction Work Hit

_ County Supervisors today awaited recommendations from
|Cou;:-_1-’cy Engineer Bob Ryan and Engineer Don R. Warren oa the

_ report and investigation of Matilija Dam,
Dr., Berkey, employed by the supervisors because he is an outstand-

‘Dr. Charles P. Berkey

"i'p,'_g geologist, studied the dam and surfaces it contacts with the re- .
| = “sult that the hitherto unnoticed

i

floor of the south side of the dam
was found to be of a sugary
quality. .
. The revelation followed the
question raised recently by Sup-
ervisor Sanford ﬁ,i_:.tta and print-
ed exclusively May 9 in The Ven-
tura County News questioning
the formation at right, or south,
end of the dam. Mr. Butts then
demanded a comprehensive re-
port from an outstanding outside
engineer which would consider
the entire proposition, and not
alone the left, or 's'q"gth abutment,
which then was in the public
eye. o

Dr. Berkey, outstanding in his
profession, then was engaged,
and gave his report this week.
He said the left, or north, abut-
ment where sgﬁt formations had
been encountered could be com-
pleted 'i‘ﬁ safety. He then made
the startling revelation concern-
ing the right abutment and floor
formation near blocks C, D, E, F
which* had been left in a sugary
state by erosion. He suggested
a plan of “anchoring” by which
cement could be poured into deep
holes as the cure for this ‘con-

dition. i

Extensive testing and grout-

&

urged. L r-
The Dr..—!BerEgj\‘r' report criti-

ing of future c_ogstruction was
2
I~

&

cized the‘.i'ij_'r'fi"t-i.é_l_l.,'.explor\ation of
the site, and also the failure to
take coring tests before starting
‘construetion, In this connection,

the € g@uw&rﬁﬁﬂgﬁlﬂn recent-
[' ly i

sked that the Grand Jury
consider the case. Recently, al-
50,{ another Ventura newspaper
in & front page editorial, suggest-
éd that the County and its en-
gin,'t_eer‘on the dam, Don R. War-
‘erl company, part company,
Another angle was injected in- .
2ase this week with the
‘of the question of the
scontract in veiw of, the
It the job has assumed
proportions compared
the peaple first expect-
hat the engineering job
€ has jumped greatly,
gation at the Court House
dicates that the Warren con-
ract is on a 414 per cent cost
lus basis. This was held in at
2ast one source, a responsible
nan who wished to remain an-
mymous, to mean that a new
tontract with Warren is not nec-
:ssary, and also that Warren
probably stands to make a con-
siderable larger fee as a result
of the increase in money to be
spent.
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a big apro -on-the u‘astream
side ‘of Matilifa dﬂ'nn in p1ep(gz_ai
tion for closing up the “bea1 ‘hole”
under block N,

The concrete is being
into a chute which has been
stalled down the face. of \the dam
at about a 45 degree ang;Le A
crane swings big buckets of con-
crete into posmon and wfa'lkmen
vrod it on dts way w1th shovels
CREWS BUSY =

On the downstream s1de of lthe
dam, crews still are Eﬁsy strip-
ping away soft, *hdle and clay
irom the huge slabs of rock that
support the dam. The excavation

:1ow has ploglesccd downstream [

neally 50 feet from the block
v7here soft materlfi’l was first dis-
covered. S

When the state engineer’s office
is satlsfledéfnat all of the crumbly
shale hasi*een removed, the con-
tractor plins to pour another gra-
vity sect10n§‘01 apron on the down-
¢lream sldg filling in the exca-
vation. =
TO POUR SOON

Insxdefof? the “bear hole” be-
neath block N, somme concrete is
(x,)ectg_d :_to be poured soon to
serve as’suppolt for the block be-
fore addnﬁonalJj pouring takes
plage on Lop’ The contractor is to

{ill the rho with concrete be-
1_w._e-|17 porting wall to be

e'solld concrete of the
(.dJac 1t block. During this pour-
T ipes "\Wm be placed into the

On top of the cdam, a trestle has
been completed and pouring from
this device 1s expected to begin

POURING APRON BLOCK—Tons of concrete are bemgbpomed
down a chute on the upstream side of the dam o
around the blocks where soft, clay material was dlscovele
this apron is completed, crews will begln to gloutdand concrete
a section under that portion of the block where strippi

St F Press Phot )
(Star-Free Ehot 0*1

) form an apron

the eventual height of the dam,
reaches from the north to south
cides of the dam.

At the extreme north end (above | v
the left abutment) a bunker has
keen situated near the mixing
plant, in swinging distance for a
long-boomed crane. The crane will
swing buckets of concrete into the
bunker and man-powered, rub-
ber-tired carts will convey it to
the pouring forms. With this sys-
tem, a steady stream of concrete
can be maintained mto the forms.

According to the ’ contractors’

soon. The trestle constructed at

records, 52,400 cubic yards of con-

crete now are in t’m. dam.

On the left abutment, new gra-
vity §eﬁt101ls are being poured
vhele,.laddltlonal stripping "has
heen completed These new sec-
tions soon will ke ready for the
pouring of blocks which w1ll com-
plete the arch of the dam 1nto the
rock of the abutment.

On the right abutment, 'hlgh on
the face of rock cliffs, workmen
are stupomg and washlng the
rock in preparation for pO‘I_,lTI;lng
the gravity secticns, and blocks:
which will complete the da?ﬁ on
that side. m -
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