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SILENT ON DAM

L

' No definite information was|
orthcoming today from the.county
irand jury on whether it is to call
i _investigation into Matilija dam
ind its many problems, but Fore-
nan A. A, Milligan did disclose
oday that the grand jury “still is
considering” Matilija dam,
MEET WITH UNION )
This disclosure came after a
gearly thd.ay-'ldng-. imee'ji yeai;;--:
ay of the grand jury at the court-
house. Inthemef‘ﬁin}g&ssie;ﬁ)ﬁﬁ
terday, grand jurors met with rep-
resentatives of the International
Jil Workers union, local 120, who
1ave asked for the grand jury
lam investigation and with John
dron, Ojai engineer, who showed
lrawings of the dam and its site
ind who assertedly pointed out
seographical weaknesses of the
ite, : - ! :
‘Milligan admitted that the grand
jury: will have. another meeting
joon, definife time for it
Jeing scheduled, but he wou

20 so far as to say that the next|

meeting, too, will be devoted to
discussions on the:-dam. Indica-
tions seem to po A

are to be
inspect t ght 2
its excavation preparatory
ing the go 'zhead signal- for re-
sumption of  congrete pouring on
‘|that side of the canyon. Excava-
" tion of minor bad shale spots hava
Iibe underway on the right abut-
‘ment, o ol ' B
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Tg the Supervisors’ o e

Do you really think those inforfual Monday afternoon
'. _mget_mgs you've been holding at*the courthouse are quite
cricket? It may be true that the meetings can help eclear
the agenda for Tuesday’s regular board meetings so that
those sessions move along smoothly, / :
~ But don't you think that if these informal sessions are
1o continue on and on that they should be held publicly?

Don’t you think the public has a right to know what is done

by you and the dam boys and between

; Vs 1 you and the Ven-
tura county farm bureau? It seems to me that the informal
huddles are of interest to the public and that the public, re~

sponsible for your holding offic = : 2
confabs, § otfice, has a rightgy be in on the!

*
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Tp Art Waite

I understand so many of the informal Mond-é? _.afjfe,;ﬁ.ndﬂ'-x'

: .Efgrd of supervisors ;essions have been held in your office
- 9Fin your presence that people are wonderin it voube
« Dew, sixth member on the board g if you're.a
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 PROOF DEMANDED IN SHARP /2% .-
CHALLENGE BY DAM MANAGER «-

i e -1
Union Official Says Will Check Information Of Peter N!'.bl_‘;';:_
Employee At Matilija Dam Which Is On Cost-Plus Basis 8o "
JlThat Any “Payroll P4dding” Might Hit Taxpayers

Whether there has been “payroll padding” at the Matilija Dam
remained a moot question today as Union officials and Dam offi-
cials went to the records. This was one of the.results of the meet-
ing this. week of the Ventura Board of Supervisors at which an ad-
ditional $90,727 was authorized for payment for werk done during
- *the month of June, The Board

also announced receipt of word
from the State.that Blocks M
and, N had ‘been protecfed suf-
ficiently so that it is safe to con-
tinue concrete pouring. Is was
at those blocks that soft mater-
" ial had been found and work
halted some time ago.

The charge of "payroll pad-
ding” was hurled by Cliff Mace,
president of the Ventura .County
Building Trades Council in con-
nection with the alleged pay-
ment of the wage scale of air
hammer men for work done as
muckers. When challenged by
John Hallock, project manager
for the Don ,Warren Engineer-
ing Compan!, Mace explained
that perhaps he should have
said “irregulaﬂies.” He said he
would put on 3 man of his own
on the check to confirm infor-
mation he had received from
Peter Noble, femployed at the
Dam, o
s District Attorney Arthur
Waite said he had talked with
Mace prior to the Supervisors’
meeting, and had looked into
e situation, but at first glance
found no padding.

It had been explained that the

. job is a cost-plus job in which
the company that pays the
workers receives a percentage
for itself on top of the . actual
cost. This would mean that the
more money spent, the more the
contractor would get, and the
more the taxpayers would pay.

The report was circulated that
air hammer men were ordered,
and that they worked part of
itheir time as air hammer work
and part of their time as “muck-
ers” (shoveling) which is a low-
er paid classification. To pay -

(Continued on Page 12) :

‘|after a bad seam was discovered

‘| consultant job,
‘|/CALLED PREVIOUSLY

((ough examination, Dennis said,
[ AUTHORIZE FUNDS
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BERKEY AID™ |
SOUGHT AGAIN

—_— &

Dr, Charles Berkey, gebloﬁical
consultant, is sought by the Sup-'
ervisors of the Ventura county
flood control distriet to survey
the apron site at MatilijA dam and
the floor of the dam.,

That was revealed this morning
when the supervisors authorized
County Surveyor Robert Ryan to
contact Dr. Berkey and see if he
will be available to take on the

Dr, Berkey was called in this
spring on Matilija dam to serve as
the county’s geological consultant

on the left abutment. Percy Den-
nis, chairman of the flood control
district, said today that at that
time Dr. Berkey wanted to ex-
amine the dam floor down fo bed
roek but worlk had not progressed
sufficiently  for him to do so.
With surface material removed
from the dam floor, Dr, Berkey
will be able now to make a thor-

The motion to contact Dr. Ber-!
key was made by Robert Lefever.

\|and seconded by Sanford Butts.

Supervisors also authorized ex-
tra work order No. 8 which allows
$7,000 to cover electrical work

(|which was omitted from the origi-

nal Matilija dam contract because
details of gate and valve opera-
tion mechanics were not available,
The work will be done on a cost
plus basis,
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|eeived from 7. Si owart, contractor
}'gﬁ,pmey‘p-, Los .

- |other “huilding wid  econstruction

atilija’ Dam  before
hen the builder must
Pay increases provided for in

the new ;’-f.\ssociate‘d General |

'Contnq'c_tg‘ré-’"r"d greement for
Southern California, depends
on the craftsme

‘the local union'*
Brotherhood's ‘general presi-
dent, Wm. L. Hutcheson.

Cliff Mace, president of the Ven-

‘tura  Building ,and 'Construction
Trades Council said las{ week this
is what the whole controversy. boils |
down to because the men are not
going to labor for Atkinson Kier
J‘_Bres'sifz{_n‘d Be\fgn_r(ja at the rate of
“$1.65 an hour when they can col-
lect $l-.‘§)_9.on1any;o‘tlher construction
job in 1t.h'e_l'_'coun_t3{."
MaG‘et_ﬁmfzifde1 his point by reveal-
Ing that out’of 176 mechanics dis-
patehed to the job, only 25 have
a:em‘_!ﬁfz:?{d ‘since ' the dam ' was
B e

Nevel fﬂhe council presi-
dent w tcheson at his In-
_dianapolis dguarters that the|'
union “will' fuyik ‘earpenters as|'
'soon as and 5L a8 possible.” |

The telegram
one received from !
{dent which statedy’ “Members are
10 be sent back; aud if any indi-
vidual does not return to work, the _
employer is privileged to employ
‘any member hé desires.”

 About the same language was

qunhlned"mr%e? wire—one re-

nt in reply to
B,
e general pres-

ngeles, on Wednes-
.'."W' ﬂﬁ'mﬁ ‘Wﬁ’é :v—‘l’“h‘ 1 )+ This
one read: “Unless 1 receive notice
that your men are haclk to worl
by 5 pam. today, we will require

trades ‘to- flurl}isl‘y men to us for|
performance of Matilija Dam Job.”

l'and a difference in these telegrams.
I Both wires convey the impression
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There appears to be a similarity ||
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will have aut

of magnitude,

--0#]1‘[513!!
he money W
55%:835 fund voted by congressmi?_
the army engineers for new gons
struction on flood control projects
in fiscal 1948, The %defalam&%g
] uysed on Ventur
-réivuet:;;:nt work, a program 3‘:{;%
planned to curb {lood diiﬂeul_m
on the river but held back dux hg
the war years, The office of é e
e S works iiion
; c rics. )
B hority over thetwgé:;
he plan of improvemeny pri
-yidTése fgr construction of a l_etv.e:
along the _let_that_ﬁetnoI If:lhﬂe; ﬂ? I:ﬁe
Jriver from Gosnell _ §
?c‘;earu. The levee is needed 1;0 pr:lad
vent further floods which ei}uke_
damags DEORE Ay e the
-|lives, Damage has occil LB
st because the viver ba
?ﬁést&fﬁ'c’ient;ﬁlope-bo handle floods
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31- the con-
ey pointed out
i khat the proi-
orized blittn;
. appropriated.
Vgg.’? will not
st of the proj-

. R‘this year, crossi
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SERIAL | DEFERRED S
NIGHT “NIGHT. .
LETTER .
ca zhoubd check of wervic TIME FILED
decized: otbirwiss the | will Be F
asa telegram or

. sommh L go \ r
Send the following telegram, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to. / .
' % i 19«72
Ta_m a M 174 7 .
74

Care of or Apt. No.

Street and No. /0?( én-éfm&/f &
Place [fd/lﬂ; SV 7/)"-"1’
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Sender s name and address Sender’s tekpﬁonc,{
(For reference only) number




