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Clear or scattered cloudiness today, to-

night and Sunday, but with scattered

snow flurries above 3,000 feet over

mountains today. Slightly warmer days
but locally colder tonight,

o 1%E 1R e

Passing Scene .............
Church News
Women’s News

Sports

Amusements

Comics

Crossword Puzzle ... Page 7
Editorial Page 10

PRICE FROM NEWSBOYS, FIVE CENTS

€SS1

district supe ISOTS ﬁSt"erday.

"Bevanda, Matilih

_ie@iat_é- contract termination witl
ystornight meeting of county flood cd

o

ended possibility of the contrac-!
tors’ filing suit against the dis-~
triet for claims in excess of $280,-E
000 and over teumina i
contract. Completini 8t

ing program wa jands !

of the dig o
Clostng of thesfes e dhout
withouti the gogal o ' P¥oject
Engineér Donald ’ﬁ;?f_"' Who,
before the da ":’: R o % fin-
mscl g 4l drom

ished found I
any further comnectio
one’s dam-buildin
KEEP BONDSyi‘4; g it bag ¢

The arrangem niﬂmd;_
enfly made by the “In direct -
dealing with thetsoniaetors, keep's

one fag ong Atkinson Kier Bressig)
and Bevanda. The cbntractors ardp
not rel & <fram faithfule
perforn . id as a
guarantes for . qualityi ol material
and wotkmanshipperforined and
deliverediitunder the w geltract.
These bonds probably Wwa¥i be
exonerated until the grc&ﬂiﬂﬂ:l -
gram to stremgthen ! an's
foundation ‘is' compléted, angdisintil
the state has gertified thatidvistili-
ja is a safe and secure dam:
Under termi$ of $He dgreement,
supervisors (ohfmbtion of Rich-
ard Bard, sec y Sanford
Buits) gave the contractors $151 -
1952, money owed on the conlract
but held back unt work wag fin-
< |ished; $88,000, in total settlermnent

—— W L L

for claims Atk.ngomt Kier Bressij
and Bevanda said iwdue for
extra work, additio *® k, omit-
ted work or damiw o 71 §5,000
for settlement of tiaims brought

{|about for asserted errors in com-
.|putation of volume of excavation

and concrete work to be perform-
ed under the contract.

WIN PAYMENTS

Completed negotiations—worked
out in executive sessions and re-
ported and acted upon in open
meeting—mean the contractors
won payments of at least $2,136,-
583 on a contract that originally
started at $1,279,945. (Their at-
torney, Gardiner Johnson at pre-
vious meetings directly atfributed
added costs to the errors and
negligence of the Warren com-
pany.)

Prior to the settlement, contrac-
tors had been paid $1,889,631,
amounts over that called for in the
contract being approved for extra
work done at cost plus and for
revised  quantities furnished at
bid cost. Final tabulation of costs
may increase the amount actuelly
paid fo the contractors. Some pay-

due for the period of Jan. 31-Feb.
6. The present estimatezwon costs

is $2,155,817, Some of

Piirmde havra vt oo asvnaonded

ments, not yet computed, stilb'are!s consultants on Casitas dam),

;or ?slt]: ;.lvgrkthddne tan;."-‘:’ﬂ"_-ier.ifbla en co
(furnished by the contl 4 Ith-ng out it wgs his a :
|out elaim settlemen ﬁl in) understanding
'tﬁ. oney _(See BOARD, Page 2)
however, may be returned to the
lcounty because all' extra work

upervisors
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Enginee_r_Turns
In "Resignation

BY MIDGE MOSSBERG

HE Donald R. Warren company has been fired from the

The completed negotiations, carried on in friendly fas full\_/iﬁtﬂija dam job and, as weil, has been ousted from any

r connection with the proposed Casitas dam project
ie Matilija-Casitas conduis system.
tely framed ouster orders came from county flood con-
istrict supervisors last night after months of trouble
rone one’s Matilija dam project. Supervisors took the
, B decisive step to sever relationsfhip
‘RESIGNATION’ Givgy  °° Warren company a ter
~ Actually, Wpsr\'iéor; in o lsett_lement with Atkin=-
action in open m catlig 7 rmal Bressi and Bevanda, Ma-
and received Warren's mﬁgﬁgi}m o contr ac;cortsl.l—a setttle:
as engineer for Matilija and Ca _ton il racl
dams and the conduit system 3;3 as  sanctioned their remova
statements by Prichasg-and Chizrlg.: damt dobe s a a=diit
Loring, one of Warren’s attorneys e erday; Fffgg; c—ou-
left no doubt as 1o how the “ 0l was_through, Flood Con
natfon” came about, Prich des &- rict Engineer Robert Ry-
the Warren compan at atll; Said  cdered to temporarily take
quest of supervisons h'ad consgnfzé Perv1510r_1_.0f remaining
to resign o long as the e the Matilija project.
didn’t prejudice the company's N SUIT STANDS
Hegal position (so long as the res~ day’s meeting nearly
ignation didn’t preclude 1« up all the legal entangle-
i Warren's
right to sue or to challenge pay- 1at have arisen since con-
ments or claims), . of Matilija dam began.
arren also promised ih . issue, however, is the
company’s resignation wou]c?tgih‘f: company’s superior court
e district freedom 1o employ en- gainst the district and su-
gineers and consultants as desireq 'S for $77,561, the sum as-
,m.the dam projects, (County of- being due for final plans
ticials previously had to batfle Cifications for Casitas dam
arren over who could be hired the conduit system.
‘onclusion of yesterday's

—it went on intermittent-
.10 a.m., until 6 p.m.—Dis=-
ttorney M, Arthur Waite
sunty Legal Consultant S.
Prichard said supervisors

O CONFIRM ACTION

Loring acknowled
ged the W
mpany would resign, poig;

-eive Settlement




HE Ventura county tlood con-

trol district nearly lost its en-
ginger yesterday afternoon when
Robert L. Ryan threatened to re-
sign after bemg verbally attacked
in the sunervisors m, eetlng by Su-
pervisor Robert Lefever

Trouble arose over the need for
the district to secure 30 inch steel
pipe to divert water downstream
from the dam safely past the
apron area, where the grouting
program is underway, before
starting storage past. elevation
1000, State dam offlcxals last week
said water could be stored in the
dam to elevation 1025 if the di-
version nipe was laid to by-‘pass
the grouting area. e
TEMPORARY APPOINTMENT

Ryan, who Friday night was ap-
pointed by _supervisors to tem-
porarily take over the Matilija
dam program _after Donz?lg‘ R.
Warren, prOJGCt engmeer was re-
moved, Sald.." .he believed the.,coun-
ty’s purchasmg agent had the 30
inch steel pipe lined up but. pomt_
ed out”that it usually takes tlme
to get pipe.

It was shortly after this that Le-
fever launched his attack after
finding himself outnumbered in
wanting to go ahead and store
water (as a safety test) to‘the 1025
mark by “squeezing the valve
even, if the by-pass line isn’t in.
He wanted to know why Ryan or
Zone One Manager Neili Stiver
hadn’t foreseen the need for the
pipe and purchased it ahead of
time.

Ryan reminded Lefever that he
had started the job onlyqlast Sat-
urday and that the supetvisors
originallvy hrd hivad. ‘rHé Warren
company to handle all phases.of
the project. Lefever," mdxcatmg
he thought Ryan was justitrying
to push somethmg off on Warren
countered with, “well you re the
district engmeer
RYAN MIFFED

At that point, Ryan said he was
going to ‘resign right then and
there. He:h;‘@_gunded Lefever he
hadn’t asked for the job and had

(See RYAN. Fage 12)

(Contin.ued from Page 1)

only agreed to take over tempor-
|arily. He told Lefever that at the
supervisors request he earlier had

taken over ordering dam valves,|
(which wer;.ddelayed in arriving|
and which dela caused trouble)
because: they. had been left out of
the . original contract drawn by
Warren. ‘Iﬁ'dlcatmg he had been
caught inthe middle of the dam
picture and had been. buffeted
||around, an said he di

for one week

Richard Bard paved the wnyaqto
smooth over the issue by asiting
Ryan not to resign. The district
engineer replied he realized he
couldn’t walk out on the project
before it is flnlshed that he’d|

’Stlck around anyway until the
Matilija prOJec a:.-wns(cleaned up.
Then Prlchard brushed over the
fuss / by asking Ryan to re-
|port s efforts to keep the
grout program going and to make
the change over from the contrac-
tors’ supervision of the work to
the county’s doing so.
LEFEVER TELLS IDEA

Lefever had stated that he
wanted to store water to the 1025
elevation mark as a means of test-
ing the dams safety. He felt it
. g ; Sl o

get a blg volume of water behlnd[
the dam at once. He wanted to
store water that is being pumped
from the apron. (No mention was
made that the dye test to be taken
when grouting is' finished is to
determine whether there is water
leaking under the darn )

District Aitorney"M Arthur
Waite, Prichard and Ryan warn-'
ed that the state had said water
could be stored to 1025 when the
by-pass is in. They. along with
(John Kier, projects manager for
Contractom Atkinson Kier Bressi
and Bevanda, also pomt'ed out
thatj'Wwater right users had to be
cared for or the county would be
Ilablé Kier said ‘water isn’t bemg
wasted anyway so long as it is go-
ing into the ground and not flow-
ing sea.

Waite 1em1nded supervisors that

2-/- Y8

the dam is for the storage only of
surface and unappropriated water
and that persons with water'rights
must be served. It wasl—hlsil;and
Ryan’s opinion that alllwater'lcom-
ing into the dam at present has to
be passedaon* to water users They
pointed out"that wells are 95 feet
below the water table. Ryan said
at the present ‘time only four and
a half- second feet is coming into
the reservmr

Not content to let the matter
rest, Lefever toward the close of
the meeting ' suddenly made a
motion that Stiver be instructed
to close the sluice gate and let
down only enough water for
riparian users in order to store
water to elevation 1025 to make
a dam safety test. His motion,
however, was unpopular; it died

for a lack of a_second.
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Sanford Butts'told’ Dr. Berkey

supervisors were eager to store

wt:_'r.er t;n‘d h'a:;l;l Eegn‘-é-dvlisetc‘l) 13' the |

state they could do 80 Up eva- |
025. " H vng

lem. Grouting'was carried on for

10 years on Boulder dam, he said.

He declared that Matilija should

be watched carefully and as the
(See BERKEY page 4)

B’érkey Repeort

(Continued from Fe & 13’.

yeservoir fills and i... springs
develop, grouting should be done
a sa corrective measyre.
NO ACTION TAKEN _
Supervisors took no action at
this time because the experts' re~
ports were general and their of-
ficial report will be filed after
they hold consultation. County
Flood Control District Engineer
Robert Ryan ftold supervisors
Simonds will remain there
through Tuesday to aid the coun-
ty in setting up procedures for

2-20-°Y8

continuing the grouting program.
| John Buwalda, consulling geolo-
gist for the Donald R. Warren|
company, ousted Matilija dam
engineers, was present at the
meeting and spoke briefly. He
axpressed no fear that Matilija
dam will not store well; he fore-
saw no chance for a catastrophe.
Like Dr. Berkey and Simonds, he
felt the best test of the dam would
be to have it filled with enough
water to test its reaction under
pressure.

The board room was nearly
packed. Among those present to
hear the experts’ reports were
Warren and his wife, his partner,
Carl Nelson, his projects man-
ager, John Hallock; Dr. Thomas
Bailey, county consultant; Ran-
dall Cremer and F. R. Schmieder,
zone one advisory board members.
Also present were many members
of the new grand jury and some

from the retiring grand jury.




