~ since the county took it over on

Donald R, Warren company, ousted Matilija dam engineersyyo. . "5y about the dam’s founda:
Through Howard G. Taylor, once resident engineer on theltion “Holmes said Spielman re-
Matilija dam, the Warren company demanded a public re4ported that “They are excavating

Warren Demands
Public Apology;
Request Backfires

" demand for a public apology from County Flood Controll ment o public” works, indicated
| District Engineer Robent L. Ryan backfired today on the|Taylor had made remarks to

traction from Ryan on a state-|
ment he made to county flood
control district supervisors at
their March 23 meeting. When re-
cords cleared the smoke away,
however, it appeared as though
the Warren company was trying
to kick up a fuss mainly over one
word—*“written.”
INCIDENT BEGAN

The “incident” began this way:
Ryan on March 23 explained to
supervisors  the difficu}h_es en-
countered on the Matilija dam

Feb. 6, He was explaining tests
have indicated there is leakage
in the earth foundation oyer
which conecrete blocks J, K and
1, rise on the left abutment—ad-=
jacent to M and N blocks, from
which faulty material was mined
last spring. Indicating that the
Warren company, or at least some
of its representatives, had shown
concern over this J, K, and J_.. sec-
tion, Ryan said that, according to
papers filed with the state, War-
ren's representative had written,
in speaking of adjacent block N,
“we passed something up about as
ba‘d.n
BASES DEMAND
Tt was for this remark that Tay-
lor, writing to. Ryan on W'arren
company stationery, based his de-
mand for a public apology. Said
Taylor’s letter: Ao
“As reported in the Ventura
Star-FreePPress of Mavch 24, 1948,
you made the following statement
that is false: .
«¢According to papers filed
with the state, Warren’s represen-
tative had written, in speaking of
‘adjacent block N, “We pased up
‘something about as bad.”
‘¢Neither the writer, nor any
other representative of the Don-
ald R. Warren company, has ever
written such a statement,
L expect you to retract this
staternent = publicly before the
Ventura county flood control dis-
trict, board of supervisors, and
have such a statement published
in the Ventura Star-Free Press
and glve us written confirmation
of such retraction.”
Copies of letters on file in the
state division of water resources

DAM CONTROVERSY
|FEATURES FOUNDATION |

(Continued from page 1)

that practically amounted to de-
moting Taylor after he had inti-
mated there were questionable
foundation conditions.
APRIL 3 LETTER

An April 3, 1947, letter to War-
ren from W. H. Holmes, depart-

State Inspector John Spielman on

the pocket of loose material and
have gone in several feet in depth
and are about one foot underneath
the edge of block N. .. Mr, Taylor
intimated that there were portions
of the foundation which he con-
sidered were unsatisfactory, but
which had already been approved.
He stated that he thought the
pocket of loose material which we
found in Block M was no worse
than other blocks, but it had be-
come wet by rain, which made it
easy to discover.” Joe Hyde (also
with the Warren company) was
present at the discussion, Holmes
wrote.

Holmes pointed out in his let-
ter, in addition to the need of
settling the block N problem,
that one question to be promptly
settled related “to the more indefi-
nite problem of determining the
area and extent of other soft
zones, intimated by Mr. Taylor,
which have been covered with
concrete.”

“NONPLUSED”

Warren’s answer to Holmes
showed he was “nonplused” over
Taylor’s statement made to Hol-
mes, himself, and those mentioned
in Spielman’s diary.

Warren, in an April 7 dated
letter wrote: “Conditions of the
left abutment have been much
better than I had anticipated. We
knew that there would be some
areas that would have to be span-
ned, and unodoubtedly the worst
condition exists at the present

Sacramento headguarters show
Ryan's remark was correct in sub-
stance although Taylor made his
statements orally instead of in

ing, In fact, it appears as if
:f.\{-ua.fgnvhan arnBaay feole action

time. The abutments were tq};_e

Wwidened so that all the designed
load would be carvied on rock,
We knew that the entire founda-
tion abutments:must set as a unit,
and upon my first visit to the site
after the questionable point has|
been raised, T immediately direct-
ed Taylor to widen the blocks so
that we would have ample roclk
on both sides of the less resistant
area to carry the entire thrust|
from the arch ring.” |
CHANGE MADE

Later on in the letter, Warren]
wrote: “To be certain that the
activities of the contractor have
the proper direction and that
there may be no uncertainties,
‘questionable comments or misun-
derstandings, I am taking Mr, John
Hallock from our genersl super-
vision office and pufting him in
full charge of the Matilija dam.
With hig background on the con-
struction of more than 20 dams, his
mature judgment and free reign
irom this office to see that we ob-
tain a full and adequate job, both
Bill Holmes and Don Warren will
have added ease and comfort.”

At approximately the same time
the Taylor letter was written to
Ryan, Warren, himself, sent a let-
ter off to Edward Hyatt, chief of
the division of water resources,
over addition of data to a map,

Warren indicated that the pho-
tostatic copy of drawing No,
FL-19, a copy that was used in
the Berkey-Simends-Bailey con-
sulting report, purported to have
originated in his office but had
changes on it.

“The alleged geological infor-
mation superimposed by others on
our original map over our signa-
ture is not that of the actual foun-
dation and does not in our opinion
represent that formation,” Warren
wrote Hyatt. He declared the
“said alleged geological data was
superimposed on our map without
our knowledge, authorization or
consent.”

Ryan pointed out today that the
original map, FL-19 is in the of-
fice of the Donald R. Warren com-
pany with other original drawings
or maps. Data had been added to
a copy of the original map pre-
péred by the Warren company and
the additional data and material
had been superimposed on the
copy by direction of the consulting |
board—Dr. Charles P, Berkey, A.
W. Simonds and Dr, Thomas L.
Bailey, )
Prints of the copy on which the
consulting board had placed its
material were sent out before an
appropriate notaticn had been
placed on the copy showing how
the document had been prepared.
Prints with an appropriate cor-
rection thereon are being sent to
everyone who received one of the’
reports containing the first prints,

Ryan said,
—







oniroversy

(Continued from page 1)
order that the most suitable and
economical kind of dam could be
designed to meeb the peculiar re-
quirements of the damsite, It says

. the disfrict did not learn there had
' been no foundation exploration un-

til April, 1947, after the dam was
about three fourths completed and
after the district was committed by
contract to the construction of an
arch-type concrete dam.
3-WAY DAMAGES

According to the complaint, the
district. suffered from failure to
conduct foundation exploration in
three ways: (1) cost and construc-

tion of the dam assertedly was in-

April 7, 1948
QUARREL BECOMES A LAWSUIT

ONE 1’s costly water system tribulations are now going to

resolve themselves into a major court battle,

The superyisors have ordered suit brought against the
Donald R. Warren company, designing and supervising en-
gineers, in an effort fo recover considerably more than a
million dollars of Matilija dam’s excessive costs.

The board not only declines to pay a pending claim of
$177,115.66 made by the concern for its Casitas dam plans
and for other purported services, but it demands reimburse-
ment, in large amounts, for the year-long fiasco in the can=-
yon.

The gist of the dispute was picturesquely stated in a letter
handed the board yesterday afternoon by its special coun-
sel, S. V. O. Prichard. :

« the dam as originally designed by the Donald R.
Warren company was merely a cartoon of the completed
_ structure because of the failure . . . to eonduct sufficent
and adequate foundation explorations,” he wrote.

Thig failuve, it is charged, increased the costs of designs
and construction, and makes necessary much further out-
lay irr order to bring the structure up to 2 usable standard.
« " the dam erected has not been properly designed and is
not an adequate or economical dam within the meaning of
the terms set forth in said contract,” advised Prichard.

There are plenty of other allegations and claims in the
county’s case. The Warren company, naturally, will have an
entirely different version fo tell about the big concrete

structire. Then a judge or a jury will have to decide who

lively but non-water-
Zone 1.

pays and how much. Just one more

bearing episode in the ch‘ecl:e‘rsd c‘areer of

creased, damaging the district in
the sum of $250,000; (2) the struc-
ture was not adequate or economi-
cal for the site and was not prop-
erly designed and is not .adapted
properly to the foundation struc-
fure, causing damages of $500,000;
(3) cost of grouting to make a safe
and tight structure for storage of
water, causing expenses that will
amount to an estimated $250,000.
In the second count it is alleged
that the defendants instructed and
allowed the confractors (Atkinson
Kier Bressi and Bevanda) to pour

— | concrete upon “incompetent and

inadequate foundation material”
under Block N when, it is alleged.
1o approval had been given by the
state division of dams. The com-
plaint asserts that the state di-
vision of dams required the re-
moval of the “incempetent ma-
ter#]” and that this work was
done at cost-plus, Damages to the
district for the extra cost-plus
work are listed at $150,000.
THIRD COUNT

It is charged in the third count
that lack of foundation exvlora-
tion to determine the location of
adeauate bedrock necessitated that
the Warren company redesign the
dam as excavation proceeded. This
resulted in construction different
from that represented in the plans
and specifications prepared by the
Warren company and caused the
construcfion contractors to spend
more than $200.000 above the
figure anticipated, the com-
plaint charges.

T+ L T D I A N
to enfer hie complaint in superior
court. Only supervisor absent fom

| the meeting was Robert Lefever,

‘\‘

ERP HEAD—Paul G, Hoffman
(above), president of the Stude-
baker corporation, South Bend,
Ind., has been named a likely
candidate for appointment to
the post of ‘head of the Euro-
pean Recovery Program.

Prichard Hired
To Take Warren
Case Info Court

(Continued from page 1)
them as soon as he has his study
of safe yield for the Matilija dam
completed, This was part of the
job Conkling was given as a mem-
ber of the Casitas dam consulting
board.

AWAIT REPORT

County Flood Control Distriet
Engineer Robert L, Ryan told su-
pervisors work on the Matilija
pipelines has been stopped until
Conkling’s safe wyield report is in,
Supervisors approved HRyan's
request to ask the state division of
water resources for permission 1o
temporarily store water in the
dam to elevation 1050. Ryan said
the amount of storage would be
based on local needs for water.
He. estimated that if the district
can store to elevation 1050 it will
have approximately 1,100 acre
feet behind the dam.
SUBMIT LETTER -
mit’ to the Warren company the
list of names,

Supervisors ordered that the

who is said to be recuperating|corrected prints and explanation
from a cold. be sent out. L,
Too Lafe T -
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Salt Follows Dye‘ Experiment: , o f 12,/949€

Ve

Matilija Dam to Get

Further Test Monday'
| k.-an__i_g-tss,t--‘whu be started at Matilija dam Monday as a further exe

Ramination for leakage in the dam’s foundation, County Flood Con-
A 'Diﬂ-ﬁlﬂct?-ﬂnxbh&;‘ﬁkel?étt L: Ryan reported today. '

Appmﬂmataly 250 pounds of coarse, ground salt—about the same
cq:;glgtgpcr A dce cream salt—will be poured into the reservoir wat-

ers behind the dam, and the path

of the dissolved-in-water salt then

| will be traced,

| The test will be similar to the
dye experiment recently conduc-
ted ‘but is expected to give more
complete results. The dye fest
(potassium permanganate) did
give evidence of leakage, since
more polassium and manganese
were found in the flow of water
out of the dam after the test had
been administered than before,
STUDY SAMPLES

Water samples for the test will

oratory, Inc, of Santa Paula, Com-
bany employes will take water
samples at flowing grout holes
prior fo the time the salt is addeq
to the water and from time to
time afferward to determine the

inerease in salt content, By this
method, it should be determined
how much water from the reser-
voir is leaking through the dam.
The questionable areas around
blocks J, K and L, where leakage
is thought to be heavy and earth
(See MATILIJA page 2)
O

be taken by Fruit Growers Lab-!

MJa Dam To Be
Given Salf Test

(Continued from page 1)
formations are believed fo be bad,
especially will be watched,

" The salt will be dumped into
the dam water by workers shut-
tling salt-loaded sacks across the
reservoir. Dr. Thomas L. Bailey,
geological consultant, and Walter
Loban, the county's resident en-
gineer, are expected to conduct the
test.

PERFORATION PLANNED

In the meantime, Ryan reported,
work will be undertaken to re-
lieve pressure on the dam’s apron
by perforating the apron with
‘holes that will be slant drilled
|away from the dam. This project
iwas suggested by John Spielman,
state dam divisions official, on his
visit to the damsite yesterday.
The work is considered necessary
because it is believed that the
drain line beneath the apron has
been plugged with grout.

Ryan also reported that the
county is continuing with the grout
program recommended by Consul-
tant A, W. Simonds. Discussions
also are underway with state fish

placement of a fish screen on the
dam’s outlet pipe; the fine-
meshed screen would keep fish
{rom going down the pipe.

and game commission officials for!




gzltFollows Dye Experiment: pf,/ ) Wy
Matilija Dam to Get
Further Test Monday

| sal . test will be started at Matilija dam Monday as a further ex-
Aammm ation for leakage in the dam's foundation, County Flood Con-.
ltclﬁlsﬁ'lctEngi er Robert L, Ryan reported today, ahe i
Approximately 250 pounds of coarse, ground salt—about the same
[consistency as fce cream salt—will be poured into the reseryvoir wat-
©rs behind the dam, and the path of the: dissolved-in-water salt then
T |will be traced, ;

 The test will be similar to the
fye experiment recently conduc-
ted but is expected to give more
complete vesults. The dye test
(potassium  permanganate) did
g1 ence of lepkage, since

re potassium and manganese
were found in the flow of ‘water
out of the damafter the test had
been administered than before.
STUDY SAMPLES

Water samples for the test will
be taken by Fruit Growers Lab-
oratory, Inc, of Santa Paula, Com-
pany employes will take water
samples at flowing grout holes
prior to the time the salt is added
to the water and from time to
time afterward to determine the
increase in salf content. By this
method, it should be detérmined
how much water from the reser-
voir is leaking through the dam.
The questionable areas around

blocks J, K and L, where leakage

is thought to be heavy and earth

| (See MATILIJA page 2)
—_— &

| Mja Dam To Be

Given Salt Test

(Continued from page 1)
formations are believed to be bad,
especially will be watched.

The salt will be dumped into
the dam water by workers shut-
tling salt-loaded sacks across the
reservoir. Dr, Thomas L. Bailey,
geological consultant, and Walter
Loban, the county’s resident en-|
gineer, are expected to conduct the |
test.

PERFORATION PLANNED

In the meantime, Ryan reported,
work will be undertaken to re-
lieve pressure on the dam'’s apron
by perforating the apron with
holes that will be slant drilled
away from the dam. This project
was sugdested by John Spielman,
state dam divisions official, on his
visit to the damsite yesterday.
The work is considered necessary
because it is believed that the
drain line beneath the apron has
been plugged with grout.

Ryan also reported that the
county is continuing with the grout
program recommended by Consul-
tant A, W. Simonds. Discussions
also are underway with state fish
and game commission officials for !
placement of a fish screen on the
dam’s outlet pipe; the fine-
meshed screen would keep fish
{rom going down the pipe.

o
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%_ps Whir and Gurgle:
Ve

Pumps whirred ‘and a gravy-
thin mixture gurgled through
pipelines ..yqstendw as 80,
pounds of water-tre

gushed into the M
ervoir.

The bentonite treatment was ap~
|plied to the dam in’the hopes that
it will prove the answer for seal-
ing off cracks and-crevices in the
foundation of the dam.

/| With equipment rented from the
International Cementers, county
crewmen dumped 100-pound sacks,
of dry, pqwder-hke bentonite in-
to a mixer, added water, and
thinned the mixture down to the
consistency of: thin gravy in ap-
proximately 12 to 1 proportions.|

L

Matilija Dam Gets
Bentonite Treatment

ife| Matilija dam I

la minute. Bentonite swells under
wﬁtsl‘,, enters cracks, and glues up
Breas.

that are known to exist
foundation but they
about bentonite provi
tion for the area be
J, K and L. Tests
these blocks so far -
trouble there may be mo;'e exten-
sive than the bentomte ‘can cure;
that excavation operatlons may be
necessary. =

Effectiveness of the bentonl‘ce
treatment will be gauged by test-
ing water that filters from grout
hoges near the apron of the dam,
Loban said.

then was pumped

the top of the dam.

Three hoses leading from the
manifold were lowered from the
foot bridge into the reservoir so

that the bentonite mixture could
gurgle into the dam water, As|

workm‘o ﬁ?
an, the couy-
m: msident engineer. Huso
Festich, e‘onstru ntpenintend*
Gntn th&

the nght abutment of the da.m

| The mixture throughout the day|
through a|
|manifold across the foot bridge at|

‘I‘hus, by the day's end, the en-

water to move the hoses and
them adjusted.

The bentonite sank to the bot- l
tom of the reservoir, being pump-
ed in at a rate of about 120 pounds

each machine in an establish-
ment.

The council discussed this ordi-
nance with the operators yester-
day, but could take no official
|action because it lacked a quorum.

e o i B o el
am. i

bent a sk
and ?ig'!t ed across the da




_iiia a mani=

: “’a’ou%‘ material flowed
e lﬂwm from' thctaot brlﬁge ntup the dam into the reservoir,

'w_heré;th'e mixture gurgled out and sank, The top photo “depicts workers guiding the hose lines

into the reservoir.

MAKE SURE! //—/‘/-’/1
Editor, The Star-Free Press:

I don’t believe the person wri-
ting on the dam builders arficle
would sluff off a mistake as easy
as that when hundreds of lives are
endangered, Or maybe she doesn'l
remember the mistake which cost
so many lives in our valley in
March, 1928. I'll never forget that!
It almost took my life along with
my entire family,

The amount of compensation
paid survivors can never repay
for the loss of life. I'm in favor of
full investigation, and if need be,
start from the bottom and make
darn sure the dam is absolutely
safe in all respects.

THELMA McCAWLEY SI—IAW
Rt. .1 Box 118
Fillmore, Calif.




April 21,1948
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motmn. We have a Matilija dam that cannot, yet store
water, if indeed we had any water to store. We have no dis-
trlbutlng system; and as for the Casitas dam, we have only
some plans which we do not know yet if we wish o use in
their present form. -

Nor, as far as The Star-Free Press can see, are we likely
to have another burst of construction activity until a good
many months have passed.

Recommended steps for making the Matilija dam usable,
for making its foundation reasonably impervious are being
carried out systematically. But they will require time.
Right now, this delay is not serious, with another rainy
season more than six months away. If the percolation can
be reduced to a minimum this summer, that unit may be
ready by next fall.

Meanwhile, a board of consultants is studying the safe
net yield of the two proposed reservoirs, studying the ge-
ology of the Casitas site, presumably studying the question
of design for the earth-fill dam proposed to be erected
there, and also reviewing the questions of what distributing
system will be needed and exactly where located.

The zone’s $3,400,000 fund, provided by the 1945 bond is-
sue, is running low. More money will be needed to com-
plete the project and make it of service to the taxpayers.
How much, should be determined this time with accuracy.
When the people of the zone are again asked to vote bonds,
the estimate must be one in which the supervisors have con-
fidence. It must be one, based on careful studies of com-
spetent men, that the people can feel assured will be suf-
ficient.

If we make haste slowly in this period of seeming slow
motion, and come out with a right result next time, the

present lull can be cheerfully forgiven.
» EE .

- SL.OW MOTION FOR ZONE 1 _ |

G ' water project has passed.into a period of slow y

I

April

foundation,

Photo by ‘Midge Moss’berg

l RIBING—Thanks to the recent rains; water behind Matilija dam is slowly rising and
Y 1160 the catiyon avea. This scene shows the dam with about 250 acre feet of water
l‘-{as into these waters. close to the concrete arch, that dam workers yesterday
amds of coavse salf as a new test was started to determine leakage of the dam’s

State
Wants
To Look

THE state division of dams wants
to look over the mnewest and
yet-to-be-filed .report of county
consultants before it grants fur-
ther storage in Matilija dam.

That was made- apparent - to
county flood ‘control supervisors
yesterday afternoon in a letter
from William Holmes, state divis-
ion of dams official. In response
to the county’s request to store
water in Matilija dam to 1,050
elevation (storage now is author-
ized to elevation 1,025), Holmes,
reported that the states wishes to|
study the additional grouting
program recommended by consul-
tants before it grants the request.
CALL IN EXPERT

The county called in A. W.
Simonds, grouting expert, for a
second time early this month to
make recommendations after
trouble developed around:several
| blocks at the dam. But Simonds’
!offi'cial report has not yet been
made to the supervisors although
most of his recommendations are
bemg carried out at the dam.
County Flood Control District
Engineer Robert L. Ryan told
supervisors that Simonds’ report
has gone to Dr. Charles Berkey,
| geological consultant, for approval
'and will be forwarded to the
county afterwards.

Supervisors, hoping to get ap-
proval soon for more water stor-
age at the dam, authorized Ryan
to forward the consultants’ report!
to the state as soon as it is received
and filed here.

SALT TEST

Ryan also posted the supervisor
on the salt test that ‘was made
Monday at the dam as an experi-
ment to test leakage; he told the
board results are expected this
week., He also gave a progress re-
port on grouting and received per-
mission to extend the contract of
Frank Howard for core holing and
grouting.

A request that approximately'
$9,000 be set up to pay for pur-
chase of such equipment as grout-|
ing machine assembly, desk furni-
ture, electrical egquipment and the
like from the contractors who built
Matilija dam—Atkinson Kier Bres- |
si and Bevanda—was taken under
advisement for a week.

At their meeting, supervisors
also received a letter from Joseph
Gallagher, rights-of-way agent
on the dam and the Ventura river
levee project. Gallagher suggest-
ed, since property acquisition on
the two projects'is fairly ‘cleared,
that his contract be terminated.
Supervisors decided to take the

request under advisement but in-

dicated they thought May 1|

would be a good time to terminate
the contract, with loose ends of
acquisition work to be cleared
laway in the interim.

-~

|
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siretching back into the canyon area, This scene shows the dam with about 250 acre feet of water :
behind if. It was into these waters, close to the concrete arch, that dam workers yesterday

¥, IT'S RISING—Thanks to the recent rains, water behind Matilija dam is slowly rising and

wsowed® 300 pounds of coarse salt as a new test was started to determine leakage of the s

foundation.

G- 20-Y§

salt into reservoir waters as they wind up the first portion of
the newest leakage test on the dam. Yesterday, 300 pounds of
coarse salt was dissolved in the dam’waters by dragging salt-
loaded bags back and forth through the water, Now, water sam-

ples are being taken at grout holes near J, K and L blocks to
determine the salt content and to see if the salt-treated water

is leaking through or under the dam.

) ~9d ‘Photo by Midge Mossberg
FINISHING TOUCH—Matilija dam workers fling the last bit gy!




