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IEN OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS

EI%&’IVER, Zone 1 manager, and Lawrence '__le_‘r.:;‘n,
NVentura city manager, have discussed the p_oss.lbil-xj;y
of the city’s buying a stated quantity of, water from Ma-

am. :
tﬂIlEJ‘?vg hundred acre-feet a year was the volume tentative-
ly%?tgantigr should be of great interest to the citizens of
‘Ventura, who face a pressing present and future need f;-;l:
water, Only a few weeks ago, the word from the court
house was that there might not be any of the Matilija
supply whatever available for this community, It is en-
couraging to find this forecast apparently not borne out.

“ihe Star-Free Press believes the negotiations should be
earnestly pursued, and concluded on the best basis pos-
sible. The zone authorities have not adopted a_fmal grlcg
policy. It may turn out that the zone fax rate will be fixe
%o carry a portion of the dam’s charges, with water users
paymg the rest. You may be sure that the service cha';ges
on the bonds will be paid, by property owners if not by
‘water users, and'this city will 1l::e paymtg_ its proportionate
amount whether it receives water or not.
amlf?%g ﬂn obtain a share of the Matilija water, by all
means let us obtain it, without too much quibblmg‘-over
price. Then pitch in with the rest of the zone people to %o
about developing still further supplies for future needs
from whatever sources the board of consultants recom-

mend.

|made early this week that he
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Ventura May Get |
Waler From Zone One

10 L A

The zone one flood control dis-
trict has taken preliminary steps
to see if the city of Ventura is in-
terested in buying water from
Matilija dam, it was learned yes-
terday.

At an adjourned meeting of the
Ventura city council late yester-
day afternoon, Councilman Char-
les Petit said he and City Man-
ager Lawrence Olson hLad met
with Neil Stiver, zone ‘one man-|
ager, to talk about the city’s pur-
chase of Matilija dam water.

The water meeting was nothing

more than a general conversation,
Petit said, and no commitments
were made. He said he and Olson
suggasted that the city might teke
500/ 'acre feet a year if the ecost
wa/ not too high. Stiver suggest-
ed/ that the price may come down
fym $60 to $50 per acre foot,
Ait said,
Petit told the council that 500
cre feet a year was about one-
ifth of the city’s normal re-
{uirement. He added that at $50
Jer acre foot, the 500 acre feet of
Matilija dam water would add
about 10 percent to the city’s
present cost of procuring water
from its own wells.

He said the dam water would
be distributed on a first-come-
first-served domestic need basis
instead of an area basis.

Petit reiterated his statement

could see no immediate need for
the construction of Casitas dam.
At a meeting of the council Mon-
day night, Petit asked councilmen
to consider a resolution urging a
delay in construction- of the Ca-

sitas project.
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July 9, 1948
'OF IMPORTANCE TO ZONE L

E’D like to call the special attention of all our ﬁpper
Zone 1 readers to an important meeting that is to con-
sider a timely topic, for them, next Wednesday evening.
The topic: How residents in the various communities can
best go about organizing water districts for the distribution
of supplies delivered from Matilija dam.

The time and place: Eight o’clock July 14 at Camp Com-
fort. The invitation applies to those living east of the
Ventura river, but including Live Oak Acres, and from
Foster Park north to and including Ojai and the valley.

Zone Manager Stiver and a representative of the district
attorney’s office who is experienced in the legal organiza-
tion of the districts will be present to set forth the facts
and to answer pertinent questions.

It is true that Matilija dam right now has very little
water behind it. Also, that to date no state permission has
been given. for storing a capacity amount. However, muc
genuine progress has been made in correcting the dam’s
shortcomings and there is indication that the remaining
problems will be solved in reasonable time,

Also, it is certain that some day the rains will come, the
stream will run heavily, and a lake will form behind the
concrete arch. The zone has gone through a long period of
troubles, but a day lies ahead when there will be valuable
water resources for distribution to the homes and ranches.
The supervisors now are taking steps for the construction
of necessary conduits to convey the water to the areas that
need it. However, the zone will wholesale the water; indi-
viduals will need to cooperate through legal districts in
order to acquire their supplies. )

This meeting ought to equip citizens with the facts on
which to. base their plans. Later the people of each area
can form large or small districts to suit .their regional
needs. It is not too early to be organizing for this purpose.

Council
Debates
Casitas

-0

|‘HE Ventura city council’s stand

on the construction of Casitas
am may depend upon whether or
ot the city of Ventura can de-
‘elop an adequate, independent
vater supply of its own, it wag
evealed last night.

Casifas Dam Issue
In Council Debate

(Continued from page 1)
vhether or not the city’s under-
iround supply would stand up
Inder constant draining. He said
e thought, as did Pate, that the
1ty should use its wells as a safe-|'
tuard against emergency and uti-|
ize the Casitas project as a main
iource of water supply. 1
DOUBTS $50 PRICE 1

“Besides,” Helling said, *“I
ioubt that the water will be as
aigh as $50 an acre foot. But if
we are going to pay for the dam
anyway, let’s get the use of thel’
water.”

Petit suggested that the council|
meet with Dr. Thomas L. Bailey,|’
Ventura geologist who selected the|"
Pierpont water sites, and get his {
estimate of how long the supply .
in that area will last. i

“If he told you would you be-|.
lieve him?” Pate asked.

i
The councilmen shook their|.
heads. “No one can know the an-
swer to that,” Pate continued. “All
he, or anyone else, can do is
guess.”
TASTE SCORED

“Even if that supply were in-
exhaustible T wouldn’t want an-|/
other well down there if the wa-|
ter is going to taste like it does
now,” Helling remarked. !

The council agreed, however,
that a meeting with Dr. Bailey was
a good idea. The thought it would
[be” worthwhile to include James
M. Montgomery, Los Angeles con-
sulting engineer, and get an over-
all picture of the Ventura water
condition,

The meeting, set informally for
Friday night, will include discus-
sions on the Pierpont water sup-
ply and a study of Montgomery’s
suggestion that the city assume a
bonded indebtedness of nearly a
million dollars for water develop-
ment. .

Montgomery’s recommendations
include the drilling of at least one
more water well in the Pierpont
area, the renewal of some of the
city’s worn out water mains, the
construction of a reservoir to in-
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crease water pressure in the east;
end and consideration of water|







