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Waife fo Take
Witness Stanc

District Attorney M. Arthur

Waite was due to be called as a
district witness today in the Ven-
;tura county flood control district’s
action in superior court against
the Donald R. Warren . company
‘over Matilija dam. 5

Waite was to follow Supervisor
Lester Price to the stand. Before
Price got through testifying this
morning he rocked the generally
staid courtroom with laughter.
DURING CROSS EXAMINATION

The outburst occurred during
cross-examination by Charles Lor-|
ing, Warren’s attorney, about
testimony now as compared with
his written statement made to the
Warren company prior to® the
trial., Sanford Butts, ex-supervi-
sor who preceded Price, had been
similarly questioned. Butts parti-
cularly was gqueried about pencil
markings and erasures he had
made on the signed statement. He
could give no rhyme nor Treason
for most of them. n i

When it came Price’s turn to
answer questions about his own
deposition he turned to Loring and

laconically said, “There’s no pen-
cil marks on that one.” Old-’cimelr'_s_‘?]i
in the sparsely occupied court-
room howled with laughter.

NEWS CLIPPINGS SHOWN

Time and again, Loring showed
Price newspaper clippings as he
tried to draw from Price recol-
lections about financing of the
dam project between June and
December, 1946. Price said he had
no independent recollection of the
conversation at the sessions withll

the zone one adyisory board, |

He was questioned also about
(the dam contractors asking for
changes in the contnmact. Pric'tﬂ
said he recalled the contractors
asked for extension of time in
(June 1946 in signing the contract
|but he could not recall for what
reason.

A new twist in cross-examina-

(See NEW TWAST, Page 3)
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Neiw—’TWis'l" Sprung
In Questioning Price

“ontinued from page 1) or not Warren had advised the
tion '&&Z sprung by Lar;i_ng yester-|board in the spring of 1946 that

day afternoon while questioning Dr. Buwalda had recommended

Supervisor Lester Price. stripping of the Elamsite.

Loring tried to obtain answers
{from Price that would indlcate
{hen-supervisor Russell Cook had
been authorized to represent the
flood board in working out certain
details with Warren for stripping
of the damsile, Price denied that
such was the case,

After Price had testified that
the dam was located within the
supervisorial district of Cook he
denied that the flood board had
sent Cook and District Engineer
Robert Ryan to the damsite to ob-
tain information in s‘gripping.
NO REPORT 4

In answer to Loring’s question-
ing, Price said neithei Cook nor
Ryan reported back fo the board
on stripping of the damsile priox
to awarding of the confract for
construction, He answered also,
that no word had been passed on
to the board to the effect that Ry-
an had agreed to sink a tesipit.

Loring’s questioning also brought
from Price the statement that
Warren had not at that time pro-
tested the manner of preliminary
stripping nor had he complained
of the lack of a test pit. Price re-
called that Warren’s first com-
plaint apeared in a newspaper ar-
ticle in May, 1947,

TOP ES’!‘IMATE

Price said he recalled Warren's
top estimate on the cost of Matili-
ja dam was $680,000 prior to
awarding of a contract. He added
that Warren didn’t in January,
1946, advise the board he had con-
ducted an investigation of various
dams and sites nor that he had
estimated cost of a concrete arch-
type dam at $1,128,000.

Not before June 18, 1946, did
Warren ever advise the board he
had changed the safe yield calcu-
lations, that there wasn’t enough
money to complete the zone one
project nor that quantities for
Matilija dam were only mere as-
sumptions and not engineering

. estimates, Price testified.
RELIED ON COMPANY

He said he had relied upon the
Donald R. Warren company for the
design of the dam, determination
of site and type of dam, adequacy
of foundation materials and for
the supervision of construction of
the dam. -

Price followed ex-Supervisor
Sanford Butts to the stand. Butts
left the stand after giving con-
flicting testimony as to whether

|




ate Explains
ﬂler 0“ ;_,'):*;x f o I:I
'stimat_e'_pf Dam

His explanation of how a May
194 S dated letter from the Don-
d R, Warren company €

L&m

District A_ﬂfrgfy
On Witness Stand

- Continued from page 1)
that Warren’s answer was given
under cross-examination by At-
kinson’s attorney and not while
Warren was testifying as Waite's
witness.  The district attorney al-
so referred Loring to references
in the transcript which showed
Waite had told the judge in the
Atkinson-flood control district
trial that no preliimnary written
estimate from Warren was receiv-
ed by the board of supervisors
and that Warren had made only
an oral estimate,

LETTER DISPUTED

The May 1, 1946 letter from the
Warren company was brought in-
to the Warren-flood control dis-
trict trial during cross-examina-
tion of supervisors., Supervisors
denied they had seen or heard the
letter remd. 'District Engineer
Robert L. Ryan, who preceded
supervisors on the witness stand,
was not queried about the letter.|

Waite also told about a rock|
fill dam plan Warren presented
at a board meeting prior to'
awarding of the dam construction
contract. Waite said he asked
Warren if he were submitting
plans because of changed con-

of Matilija dam was given

d as a district wit-
gwﬂfgﬂ eistr-?ct, action over
?e‘ building of Matilija dam

iy dain plans. FHE G e
rarren’s fee af 30 percent of th
meo::}:trxl;’ctlonﬁ:i% of $1,278,000
Vaite said he told Warren at
m at_;Wanmi’s-'ImsGﬂ}ﬂﬁ not
e based on that ‘amount.
) RECOLLECTION
 Wai tified he told Warren
vg:al}lee tisa:i leno seacl)‘l;ection of‘
; it esenting any pre-.
_arrgn§ SY:;spgﬁt that he would!
allow t of fees on a one
uowonmﬂ?]le:r ?esti.mate. Warren
wen was paid on this basis, Waite
2 et 1d Warren in Au
e said he to arren in Au-
W’lﬁa@{ﬁ" he would allow the fee
payment on one million dollars
because Warren on May 28, 1946,
the day the dam contract was
awarded, had orally told him in
the board of supervisors room that
the bids would come in around
one million dollars.

" —
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Waite told the court he had no
recollection of the May 1, 1946 let. |
ter being presented to supervisorsi
prior to 'ﬁié opening of hids or
that it ever had been officially
filed with the board.
SAW LETTER IN 1947 4
He said he saw the letter for the
first time in July, 1847, during
the trial of the Atkinson company
sainst the flood control district.
Waite said that after he had stat-
ed to the judge in that case that
Warren had filed n&:gpe}ming:g-
estimate but was paid fees on an’
oral million dollar estimate of
cost of the dam, Warren obtained
a copy of the May 1, 1946 letter
from the office of District Engi-
neer Robert L. Ryan. e
The letter was produced, Waite
said, and it was stapled to an in-
voice bearing the date August
1946, Tt bore across it, said Waite,
the notation *‘Aug, 13, 1946—d.a.
‘approved on preliminary estimate,
today verbally. R :
Charles Loring, Warren's attor=
ney, vead part of the Afkinson-
flood control district trial trans-
cript to Waite with reference to
the letter of May 1, 1946. He want-
ed to know if Waite
he had .

et
e il

ditions at Matilija damsite that
would make an arch-type dam
economically unsound.

DISCUSS PLANS

Thé district attorney said War-
ren answered that there were no
changes but he thought the plans
might help bring in a better bid
on an arch-type dam. Waite said
he told Warren the plans could
not be changed then because the
bond issue had been submitted to
the public on the basis of con-
crete arch type dam being built. |

Waite said Warren did not tell
the board of a March'5, 1946 re-
port from Dr.. John Bulwalda
recommending extensive strippir. s
at the damsite. The report, Waite
said, never was brought to the at-
tention of supervisors until April
1947 and it was done so then by
the dam contractors.

Waite contended Warren had
told supervisors that there were
ample funds for the dam project.
Warren never advised supervisors
prior to signing of construction
contract that there would be a
shortage of funds. Nor that he
had made a cost calculation of
$1,128,000 on a concrete arch
type dam in January, 1946, Waite
contended.

dropped.

MAY TURN SOME WATER LOOSE—Above is
the lake behind Matilija dam, the dam shown

at left. Water has been stored to check for seep-
age, but the storage has reduced flow in sthe
streambed below. Supervisors are considei'i.r_lg
releasing water to allow regular flow of the
stream. Water level b,.elow the dam has now
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Cmnﬂmg to Make Survey:

Matilija Conduit
Sys'l'em Awaits P

Start of the Matilija dam con- cnly $23,000 leff in the ' bon}(li mon-

i il elayed until|ey after that portion of the con-
duit Sﬂsteml,‘,’vnluofbihi s;'stem __|duit system had been installed.
& mas‘ Py L Conkling will 1ry to flgure,.the |
including size, location and cost—| o5t estimate of the lln'é"‘-as far |
has been prepared by Consultant|as Oak View Gardens and a
Harold Conkling. sible lateral line into the

!"
x _| valley.
The board held a two-hour ses The board will thenlbe m b

sion at the court house yesterday | ,oition to determine what the
morning while Conkling, his as-|district can : rzﬁ“ford Price suggest-
sistant, Harvey Banks, District|ed the district will stop “the hne
Engineer Robert L. Ryan, Zone when “we run out of money.” '
One Manager Neil Stiver, and :
Charles Mangold of the county
engineer’s office “let their hair
down” on the details of the long-
a%alted Matilija dam distribution
system.

Two weeks ago supervisors re-
CEJ.VEd bids on the main pipeline
from the dam to the proposed
fork at Meiners Oaks. The low b1dl
‘was received from the Southerni'
Pipe and Casing company in the!
amount of $162,465 for the 18,000
if.et—of 26-inch pipe. At that time!
Supervisor Robert Lefever want-
ed to go ahead with the purchase
‘to “get the dam on the payroll.”
PIERCE TAKES LEAD

Other members of the _bOard_

they wanted a more complete pic-
ture of the entire system which is
proposed to branch at Meiners
QOaks, run into the Ojai valley in:
one direction and down Ventura
river in the other,

Yesterday Supervisor Edward |’
Pierce took the lead in urg-|
ing a delay. He urged holding off|
until Conkling could give the
board the cost of entire distribu-
tion system. Pierce said he thought
the price of steel might come
down.

Supervisor Lester Price suggest- % - 4
ed the board is going is look silly WATER FROM MATILIJA——There was a monumental-sme squlrt |
]ffnghe pr eiﬁﬁ‘s"’geffh;ﬁg ttl’}llirg aI;; out of Ma ilifa dam yesterday morning when Walt Loban of the
|no system to distribute the water. count; s office, right, threw the switches controlhng

é5. The initial burst of water, above, is on its way

He finally decided, though, to the d
wait for a more complete report, its owners, the r1par1an ught-holders "It had'

th? fﬁnésggrll)trgmgg;‘;dw&o é;le;;gf i ded by the county to test dam seepage. The filgule
man, sided in with Pierce. Barrett 1 ; scootlng across the background is Supcrvxsor R. E.
|said the main line from the dam ' { (Sam) Barrett, of Ojai. / e

ig Meiners Oaks will not take
care of the people who need water: o
‘most—those on Ventura river be- | O
low Meiners Oaks. He suggested
that Meiners Oaks could be served
with or without a pipeline,
Lefever asked Deputy District
Attorney Don Roff if the district
could sell water flowing down the
river that had been released from
the dam. Roff said, in his opinion,
the district certainly could. He
‘explained that after the riparian
rightl are taken care of, the dis-
ek ch_a,rge for water used
by priv ate Users. r
He™ & BN 1SSUE TIoney
and a total of $914.,427.44, includ-
ing tax money, left in the district’s
coffers. On the basis of the low

bid for the main line from the
Acin 3 4ha Nale +hoarae vro11ld he

is
to

could pe

the board

asked Stiver

e

brir'lg. in some plans and a more
definite figure for the house.

Matilija” Dam Tender William

Mulvaney may soon have a place
At the requést of Zone One Man- |

ager Neil Stiver,
If Mulvaney had a place to live

at the dam the district would not
need a nightwatchman, Stiver told
the board. He said he thought a

700-square foot house

to live on the damsite, the flood
Supervisors

control board of supervisors de-

cided yesterday.

house for Mulvaney at the dam.
Stiver said the building of a
house for Mulvaney on the dam-
site will save tHe district some
$2,400 a year. At the present time,
Stiver said, a night watchman is
employed to relieve Mulvaney at
a cost of about $180 a month.

considering the construction of a

built for about $5,000.
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Matiija Dem Trial Questioning - |

Touches on Technical Points

| (Continued from page 1) Some of the cross-examination
life span of the dam on 2 50~year|questions in the depdsl_ti‘on geemed
‘basis, the safe yield of the Matilija|to indicate that the defense would

-lresewa' oir wguldbat? gae eﬁdtoﬂiilﬂ. try to break down Southworth's
10-year period be reduced 10 3"} il o - he Ma-
ocyear period b HNCTL Ly e oo . T R asked
completely occupied by sedimen-|q,ections about a conversation he
fation by the end of 89 years, he|fiod had with Howard Taylor, |
said, ] . |Warren’s résident engineer on
The questions were so.ta___cl_'_l\mc‘- Matilija dam. The questions per-
all that at one ﬂ:mB all pa_rﬂ.es_ 1o _ta{neﬁ' fo a comparl’sen 01 ‘eartl
\the case seemed confused. S. Vi|formations at Santa Barbara’s |
. -Pmig:aéd, the -di;trict;%:ﬁoo; Gibraltar dam and Matilija dam.
ney, ask a question that TOYE mhe detense'wanfed to know it ‘
even Conkling could untangle: gquthworth had said he roust “be
|Gonkling askeq, °F he could re=Igjj wet in his conclusions Gbout |
frame the question and the court| atilija dam’s earth foundations.
Conkling came. to the stand ab|conversation in that fashion. He
11:45 am, yesterday after the two|said he had told Taylor that if a

day reading of John S. South-|dam could be built at Gibraltar
worth’s deposition ended. with correct engineering it pro-
bl L - 5.3

|

bably could be done at Matilija.

e et not: tak d'Questlonlna gf Southworth by

defense attorneys showed he ha
changed jobs a number of time

g and had not worked on a da
ol prior to Matilija, y
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