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GOING, GOING GONE? Muatilija Dam — its reservoir clogged with silt — is to be torn down, but the pTOJect awaits duthorization
and an interagency dispute has delayed znztzal work.

Removal of
Dam Still
Needs OK

{Dam, from Page B1]

Grant money will also be used to
remove the voracious Arundo
canes, said Jeff Pratt, director of
the Ventura County Watershed
Protection Agency.

Arundo replicates through
tough, fibrous rhizomes deep in
the soil, so workers will begin re-
moving it high above the dam.to
prevent its spread during floods,
Pratt said. Arundo removal is an
important step in restormg
natural vegetation to the river,
he said.

The project has, until re-
cently, enjoyed remarkable sup-
port from a long list of govern-

ment agencies and
environmental groups involved
in the demolition.

After much debate, the agen-
cies agreed in 2004 to remove
‘2 milion cubic yards of silt
through a slurry pipe, reinforce
or build new levees to handle in-
creased = water flows down-
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Marine Fisheries Service, he
said. )

In the spring, the Fisheries
Service said it needed more in-
formation before issuing its bio-
logic analysis of the project,
Pratt said. The Corps of Engi-
neers contends it has provided
more than enough information,

‘he said.

Meanwhile, work cannot get
started until the disagreement is
resolved.

- “It can slow it down,” Bennett

‘said. If the Fisheries Service
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- WAITING: County Supervzsor Steve Bennett, walking alongside
the Ventura River, says the benefits will be worth the time spent.

at least four months to complete,
he said.

“That takes us to January,
and as of yet, they still have.not
notified us that it has started,”
he said.

National Marine Fisheries’ of-
ficials could not be reached for
comment.

The project also is awaiting
formal authorization by Con-
gress and President Bush.

It is contained in a federal wa-
ter bill that has been held up for
several years, said Sue Hughes, a
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A conference committee is
working on a final version of the
Water Resources Development
Act, and it’s expécted to go to the
president this year, Hughes said.

After .the project is author-
ized, local officials and the in-
volved agencies will have to lobby
the federal -government each
year for appropriations. Because
of the enormous costs, the
project cannot be completed
without a two-thirds share com-
ing from federal sources, Ben-
nett said.

“It’s going to be very much de-
pendent on getting help from
Congress,” he said.
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